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                  VIDEO
                                                       AUDIO


	Free the Slaves Logo in black


	

	
	

	City Life: 
Glass office buildings/workers/U.S. corporate logos/grassy parks with kids playing
Music: Dark Moment
	NARRATOR 1: India’s money miracle. One of the world’s fastest-growing economies. For those with education, it’s a land of laptops and leisure. 

	
	

	Maids: smeared anonymous maids scrub floor, wash dishes, hang laundry
Music: Night Crawler
	For those without skills, there’s dirty work. 

	
	

	City Life: 
leafy street drive-along
	They are hidden slaves. House slaves, in leafy suburbs.

	
	

	
	Shreya Bhattacharya It’s a very different kind of slavery, you know. It’s something which people are not even aware about it.

	
	

	Rural Life: 
Haseena and Nilima
	Tahamina Mondal 03 These girls don’t always know what they’re going to do. They are told they are going to do one thing, but they find it’s not a good job. 

	
	

	SMS Activities: 
Staff Meeting
Music: Night Run
	NARRATOR 2: The Working Women’s Association, known as S-M-S, is fighting domestic slavery.

	
	

	SMS Activities: 
Agency
	S-M-S goes undercover, to investigate traffickers and trace missing people.

	
	

	SMS Activities: 
Store
	S-M-S helps survivors return home and rebuild their lives.

	
	

	SMS Activities: 
Drama
	They educate entire villages about how to rid themselves of slavery forever.

	
	

	Opening Title: 

Fighting Domestic Slavery

Shramajivee Mahila Samity (SMS)
	

	Trains


	NARRATOR 3: There’s an exodus underway inside India. People are fleeing the poverty of village life, hoping for opportunity in the city.

	
	

	Super:

Nilima Berni 

Slavery Survivor
	Nilima Berni 01 I had a feeling that I’m going to a good job and I’ll earn something and make my parents happy.

	
	

	Super:

Haseena Bibi

Slavery Survivor
	Haseena Bibi 01  I was happy on the train, although I was also very scared. But the labor agent assured me it’s always a long trip to Delhi, so don’t you worry.

	
	

	
	NARRATOR 4: Some families send more than one member to work in the city. 

	
	

	Super:
Lakshmi Pattnaik
	Lakshmi Pattnaik 02 (teary) When my daughter and son left, they said: “we are going for just one year. So don’t worry about us, we’ll come back very soon, we have to go there to earn something for you.” But they never came back.


	
	

	Rural Life: 
fields, cows, women working, village roll along, pumps
Music: Fools Gold
	NARRATOR 5: Many domestic slaves are recruited from the rice paddies of the Ganges River Delta. There’s no high-tech money miracle here.

	
	

	Super:

Tahamina Mondal

SMS Activist
	Tahamina Mondal 01 (Daisy) The main problem is earning a livelihood. We don’t have enough food to eat, and that’s why we’re being exploited. 

	
	

	Super:

Swapna Tripathy

SMS Activist
	Swapna Tripathy 03 The recruiting agents go to villages and paint a very colorful picture of the future. So the agents cheat these poor people. It’s because there are no medical facilities in villages, no schools, no jobs.

	
	

	
	Tahamina Mondal 04 The agents in villages are sometimes their uncle or aunt, so people trust them. They think that whatever place they send us, they aren’t going to cheat us. 

	
	

	Opening map
	NARRATOR 6a: Experts say more than 750-thousand women and children have been trafficked to Indian cities, where many work as house slaves.

	
	


	
	Anuradha Talwar (pointing to map) This is where the main trafficking is taking place. So it’s mainly around Kolkata. North of Kolkata, south of Kolkata and this part. 

	
	

	SMS Activities: 
Car - Jeep drives in villages 
	NARRATOR 6b: S-M-S is based in a hotspot, the state of West Bengal. S-M-S teams have gone from village to village to research who’s been targeted.

	
	

	Super:

Anuradha Talwar

SMS Activist
	Anuradha Talwar This is Delhi. This is where we are basically doing the rescue work from. And the source where these girls are coming from is basically this area,  this is the affected area.

	
	

	Maids working
smear effect
	NARRATOR 7: Not every maid is mistreated or enslaved, which makes it easy for traffickers to pose as legitimate labor recruiters. At first, many women don’t even know they are slaves.

	
	

	
	Haseena Bibi 02 I asked for my wages after two months, but the lady refused. She said she hands my salary to the agent and I’ll get the money in a year when I go home. That’s when I realized something went wrong, that I was trapped.


	
	

	
	Swapna Tripathy 02 The parents are convinced that their daughter is leading a good life. But the trouble starts after that. After two or three months, the labor agents don’t allow them to talk to their parents on the phone anymore. The girl keeps working, but she’s not in a position to even know that her salary is not going to her family.

	
	

	Maid 
walks street alone
	NARRATOR 8: Slaves who complain are severely punished.

	
	

	
	Haseena Bibi  I saw the agent beating up one of the girls, and when I tried to interfere he just stopped me. I was scared. I thought that if they can do this to the younger girls, they can beat me up too.

	
	

	
	Nilima Berni 02  The agents took me to their house and tortured me. Their wives never prevented their husbands from beating me. I was threatened by the agents that if I opened my mouth they’d just kill me.

	
	

	SMS Activities:   
S-walks + Agency

Shreya walks to agency

Agency button-cam footage inside
intercut sound up moments throughout scene
Music: Light Choir
	NARRATOR 9: S-M-S goes undercover to investigate the shadowy world of domestic labor recruiters. This is hidden-camera footage. Hundreds of unregulated agencies like this one have sprung-up in India’s major cities.


	
	

	Super:

Shreya Bhattacharya

SMS Activist
	Shreya Bhattacharya 03  When I go into the agency, I act as a potential or a prospective employer. Like I need a maid, and from your agency.

	
	

	More undercover footage
	NARRATOR 10: These undercover visits are risky, but they reveal which agents are slave traffickers. Business cards and sample contracts often hide the truth.

	
	

	S-writes 

Shreya writes notes with agency forms, seated on park bench
	Shreya Bhattacharya 06 These business cards fool people they do not think that any kind of slavery is happening behind these agencies.

	
	

	SMS activities:

Trafficker

Walking down path and meets Shreya
Two shot inside seated
	NARRATOR 11: To trace missing women, S-M-S even learns the tricks of the trade from former traffickers. This man made a living preying on people who were desperate for jobs. He earned about 60-dollars per slave. 

	
	

	Two shot and reverse two shot

taking notes

Super

Mohammad Mumtaz Gazi

Former Slave Trafficker
	Mohammad Mumtaz Gazi 01 Generally, it’s farmers who are easiest to convince because they are very poor. So they’ll say that if they get a lump sum in advance, it’s going to be really useful. Why don’t we send our daughters with him?

	
	

	One-shot
	Mohammad Mumtaz Gazi 02  I feel very bad about what I’ve done. It bites at my conscience a hell of a lot. It wasn’t the right thing to do.

	
	

	SMS Activities 

Consoling 

Swapna hugs Lakshmi Pattnaik, Lakshmi shows photo of daughter and husband
Music: Apartheid Underscore
	NARRATOR 12: S-M-S has reunited hundreds of slaves with their families. This mother’s son is still missing, but her daughter has been rescued and is now married.

	
	

	Rural Life

Haseena sits with other women


	Survivors say S-M-S has changed their lives. 

	
	

	
	Haseena Bibi 03   I live in peace now, which is something that was missing in the city. I’m quite happy.

	
	

	SMS Activities

Store

Women in fabric store folding fabrics
	NARRATOR 13: S-M-S helps former slaves stay free by teaching them how to start small businesses. 

	
	

	Super

Lakshmi Jana

Slavery Survivor
	Lakshmi Jana 01 Our lives have improved quite a bit. Now we can provide good food and clothing for our children and we can support our husbands. They’re happy about it too.


	
	

	SMS Activities

Vigil shots
	NARRATOR 14: S-M-S helps entire villages fight slavery. Women learn to recognize traffickers…and act quickly when someone is taken. 

	
	

	SMS Activities

Drama
	NARRATOR 15: Street theatre educates villagers to see through the promises of traffickers. This drama is called “Captives.”

	
	

	
	Tahamina Mondal 06 We are trying to show how women are being trafficked from here and what sort of fate that awaits them. We are trying to make people aware, so they can take steps against trafficking.

	
	

	Construction

Road works, men and women laying blacktop
Music: 24 Cobra Dance
	NARRATOR 16: S-M-S founders believe fewer people will be trafficked if villagers can earn a living at home. The government has been persuaded to increase local employment through public works projects.


	
	

	SMS Activities

SMS staffers in compound


	NARRATOR 17: But SMS also fights slavery by striving to change the way people think.  Changing attitudes about the worth of women in society. And changing expectations about what women can accomplish when working together.

	
	

	
	Swapna Tripathy 02  I dream of a future when girls learn to think that we are not mere commodities. We must be properly educated. We should have our own self-identity and self-respect. That’s all I want. And those days are going to come.

	
	

	Hero SMS staff group shot singing

Closing graphic: 
Shramajivee Mahila Samity
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