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	Free the slaves logo 
	

	Battle footage
	

	Ojok Bernard 
(English)
	“They force you to do anything they like. You go and kill. Or you go and loot. If you fail to do, they’ll kill you. Imagine.” 

	
	

	Battle footage
	A GENERATION OF CHILDREN WHO’VE KNOWN NOTHING BUT WAR. FORCED TO BE SOLDIERS AND SEX SLAVES.

	
	

	Adong Prossy 
(translated)
	“Especially when you are a young girl, you are forced many times to have sex. I don’t think my life will ever be the same again.”

	
	

	Johnson

(translated)

	“If you try to escape and are caught, they chop off a part of your body each day so you die in terrible pain. I saw that happen to my brother.”


	Nursing woman with missing leg
children’s faces


	THE SCARS OF WAR ARE VISIBLE EVERYWHERE IN NORTHERN UGANDA.

BUT IT’S THE INVISIBLE SCARS – THE SCARS OF MEMORY -- THAT ARE THE HARDEST FOR THESE CHILDREN TO HEAL.

	
	

	Ocaya Goeffrey 
(translated)
	“When I’m sitting idle and I’m not doing anything, I get a vision of the man I killed.”

	
	

	Friends compound footage

group counseling in FRO

Math class

Ricky walks in village


	A NORMAL LIFE SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE FOR CHILDREN FORCED TO TERRORIZE THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES.  
BUT A GROUNDBREAKING ORGANIZATION IS HELPING THEM RECOVER. 
A BIG REASON FOR THE GROUP’S SUCCESS? ITS LEADER WAS A CHILD SOLDIER HIMSELF.  

	Opening title in black:

Friends of Orphans
Healing the Wounds of War
	


	Ricky walking to farmhouse from road
Walks into house


	RICKY RICHARD ANYWAR CALLS HIMSELF A “CHILD BORN OF TROUBLE.”

BUT HIS EARLY CHILDHOOD, HERE IN THIS NOW-ABANDONED FARMHOUSE, WAS HAPPY UNTIL THE WAR CAME TO VISIT. 

	Gunshot cut to black

Fade up exterior of house 
	

	Ricky on porch of former home

English 
	“We heard a gunshot.  I got scared and I knew that oh, today we are being abducted.” 

	
	

	
	RICKY WAS 14. 


	POV walking to remains of thatched hut
	INSTEAD OF RUNNING, HIS PARENTS STOOD THEIR GROUND WHILE REBELS CAPTURED RICKY AND A BROTHER. 


	Ricky on porch of former home

Various shots of the brick remains
Ricky’s head in hands at massacre site
Ricky walks away
	“What I saw is they were putting them, all of them, my mom, my dad, my sisters, my brothers, in that grass thatch house and they locked the door and they set it ablaze. They were crying in the house for help and hollered. It was horrible.” 

	
	HIS FAMILY WAS BURNED ALIVE. 


	Ricky on porch of former home
	“It was the toughest moment I think I’ve ever seen in my life.”

	
	

	Driving in town
Village huts

	25-THOUSAND CHILDREN HAVE BEEN ABUCTED DURING TWO DECADES OF CONFLICT IN NORTHERN UGANDA. 
MARCHED FROM THEIR VILLAGES AT GUNPOINT. MANY TURNED INTO ORPHANS. ALL FORCED INTO SLAVERY.

	
	

	Ocaya Goeffrey 
(translated)
	“We were always made to kill other people. I walked the whole night and when it was dawn they made us kill my uncle. The rebels do that because they know when you kill your own relatives you have nowhere to go, so you stick with them.”

	
	

	Apio Alice
(translated)
	“We were being forced to kill. They would bring people, line them up, and ask us to kill. One day we were made to walk over dead bodies. I didn’t like it, but I had no choice. I walked on the dead bodies too.”

	
	

	Friends compound 

Workshop footage, hammering, sewing, brick making, baking

	CHILDREN RARELY ESCAPE THE REBELS. BUT THOSE WHO DO ARE WELCOME AT FRIENDS OF ORPHANS. 
EVERY YEAR, 200 FORMER SLAVES BEGIN REHABILITATION HERE. 
THEY LEARN WORK SKILLS…RECEIVE BUSINESS TRAINING…AND GET TOOLS TO START SMALL ENTERPRISES.

	
	

	Apio Alice
(translated)
	“Friends of Orphans is very important to me because it is my only ray of hope. I didn’t  hope to go back to school, but here I’m learning tailoring to help me in the future.”

	
	

	Ocaya Goeffrey
(translated)
	“I’m working very hard to learn carpentry skills because I’ll be able to make money for myself. I didn’t get a formal education so there’s no other alternative for me.”

	
	

	Ricky speaking in village

	RICKY ANYWAR BUILT FRIENDS OF ORPHANS AFTER HE ESCAPED FROM THE REBELS AND GRADUATED FROM UNIVERSITY. 

	People in farm field
	THE PROJECT HELPS PEOPLE GROW FOOD, COPE WITH HIV-AND-AIDS, AND RESOLVE CONFLICTS WITHOUT RESORTING TO VIOLENCE. 

	Ricky talking to Johnson 
boy on porch of Friends compound
	SURVIVORS OF CHILD SLAVERY GET SPECIAL COOUNSELING. 
RICKY KNOWS FIRST-HAND THEY NEED HELP TO OVERCOME THE TRAUMA AND SHAME LOCKED INSIDE.

	
	

	Ricky 

English 
on porch of Friends compound
	“Because they have already lost their childhood, they lost hope in life, they don’t have any confidence at all. But now we build back confidence in them.”

	
	

	Ricky 
(English)  
in office of Friends compound
	“When we talk to them they expose a lot to us, because I talk to them, too, using my experience in the bush.  Then they tell me the whole story, because I’m one of them, I’m part of them, and they open up.”

	
	

	Raid dramatization by former child soldiers

	FRIENDS OF ORPHANS HELPS TO REINTEGRATE FORMER COMBATANTS INTO VILLAGE LIFE. 
DRAMATIC-RE-ENACTMENTS HELP BREAK THE STIGMA. 

FORMER SLAVES DEMONSTRATE HOW THEY WERE KIDNAPPED AND FORCED TO KILL OTHERS.

	
	

	Ricky
(English)

on porch of Friends compound


	“We are sending a very strong message to the community that these children are our children. They were abducted from us. We were powerless to defend them, and they were forced to do what they have done. So, we should forgive them for whatever they have done.”

	
	

	Village gourd dancing

	SOMETIMES, THE GOAL IS TO SHOW FORMER SLAVES THAT LIFE CAN BE NORMAL AGAIN. 

	
	

	Ricky
(English)

On porch in Friends compound


	“People gather to see that, oh, this former child solider is now doing this, and it builds confidence in them and even the hope that, oh, I think I’m not all that hated the way I thought the community hates me.”

	Dancing ends/kalimba playing starts
	

	Ricky driving

Side shots of village

	RICKY’S WORK HAS BEEN DANGEROUS. HE’S BEEN AMBUSHED AND INJURED ALONG THESE ROADS. 
HE STARTED FRIENDS OF ORPHANS BEFORE INTERNATIONAL GROUPS DARED TO COME HERE.  AND HE VOWS TO STAY NO MATTER WHAT.

	
	

	Ricky gets out of car at school giveaway

School supply giveaway


	PEOPLE IN NORTHERN UGANDA SEE RICKY AS A HERO.  HIS GROUP SUPPORTS MORE THAN A THOUSAND CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS.

	Nats Ricky gives school supplies and chuckles

“ok, good”
	

	
	BUT RICKY SEES HIMSELF AS A SIMPLE COMMUNITY SERVANT…
WHO’S TURNED HIS FREEDOM INTO A LIFELINE FOR OTHERS. 

	
	

	Ricky 
(English)

on porch of former family home 
Ricky b-roll

Talking to land mine victim

Talking to children at school
	“Out of the horrible things which I’ve gone through, I’ve created a very beautiful thing for the community. I dedicate my work to my parents who died because of me. I believe that somewhere, wherever they are, they are seeing what I’m doing and they’re happy about what I’m doing.  And I believe that this is the only way I can pay them back.”

	Closing photo and graphic: 

Friends of Orphans

2008 Freedom Awards Winner

Harriet Tubman Reintegration Award
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