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	FTS padlock logo and buzz
	

	
	

	temple montage: prayer flags, prayer wheels, people praying, fire pots as transition


	NARRATOR: One of the world’s most beautiful countries. Suffering from history’s ugliest crime.

	
	

	Children carry stones
	Children turned into pack animals.

	
	

	Inside cabin shot, kitchen pan to hall
	Women assaulted nightly in restaurants. 

	
	

	People on top of busses
	Villagers lured by false promises of good jobs far from home.

	
	

	Village meeting
	There are many forms of slavery in Nepal. But local organizations are banding together to take action, and put an end to slavery throughout the country. 

	
	

	Montage with dips, GMSP school, WOSCC briquettes, Shakti meeting
	Villagers are learning their rights. 
Slavery survivors are becoming community leaders. 
With education, employment and empowerment, Nepalis are turning the tide.

	Title graphic:

Turning the Tide

Fighting Slavery in Nepal
	


	
	

	Sunset scenes at temple
	NARRATOR: As temple roofs fade into darkness, the sounds of nightlife fill the streets of Kathmandu.

	Night streets/sounds
	Men slip into tiny clubs called “cabin restaurants.”

	Walk into restaurant/tour
	This woman shows the private booths, or “cabins,” while the owner is away.

	
	

	No name super 

(name not on tapes/transcripts)
	CABIN RESTAURANT WORKER: Different types of people visit here. Nice people eat and go. But those who are not nice, they try to abuse us.

	
	

	Gritty footage inside restaurant
	NARRATOR: Many cabin restaurants are crude gateways to brothels, where sex slavery is common.

	
	

	Name super:

Sunita Danuwar

Shakti Samuha Activist
	SUNITA DANUMAR The rooms are generally small and there will be curtains, and then whatever the clients want, they can do it there.

	
	

	Talking in front of restaurant/group walking to then talking in back of restaurant


	NARRATOR: Cabin restaurants are the newest front in the battle against sex slavery. The leaders of Shakti Samuha encourage encourage cabin restaurant women to organize and speak out. It isn’t easy.

	
	

	
	SUNITA DANUMAR: You cannot expect that once you go there, they start to believe in you. We need to win their trust. 

	
	

	Walking up shelter stairs, shows dorms, kitchen scene of Rishu
	NARRATOR: Shakti Samuha has a successful record of helping women escape slavery and rebuild their lives. At its shelter, survivors are treated like family. Rishu was enslaved for five years by a man who promised her an education.

	
	

	Graphic:

Rishu Singh

Slavery Survivor
	RISHU SINGH: We thought we were there to study, but he tied me with a rope and beat me very hard. I was crying and he said that if you cry a lot and shout, then I’ll kill you.

	
	

	Laughs, shows us her shirts and wares for sale
	NARRATOR: Now, Rishu knows her rights. And she’s learned sewing and embroidery. 

She’s begun a life of freedom and dignity.

	
	

	Sunita walking on street/more footage inside the restaurant
	Slavery survivors are often the best activists. Leaders at Shakti Samuha are survivors themselves. 
But they feel it will take time for women in cabin restaurants to speak out. There’s a social stigma. Many are ashamed.

	
	

	Woman in restaurant kitchen through bars
	SUNITA DANUMAR: If they raise their voice to the owner --that we need to get paid well -- if they gain that courage, I think that will be an achievement.

	
	

	Dip to black
	


	
	

	Kids carry stones
	NARRATOR: Far from the city, many Nepalese children are robbed of their future. Instead of carrying books to school, they carry slabs of stone from quarries.

	
	

	
	Each load can weigh as much as the child. They earn only pennies per trip.

	
	

	Family stands outside hut on hillside
	These children are paying off family debts. 
Throughout Nepal, debt bondage slavery is common. Families take cash advances from employers, who cheat them by never agreeing that the debt has been paid. 
Songi Tamang’s children are working to pay off loans. They don’t get to keep a cent. 

	
	

	Graphic:

Sunghi Tamang
Village Resident

	SONGI TAMANG We have so many loans to pay. We are swarmed with loans. We want them to study, but it’s not possible. It’s very difficult. We can neither live, nor die.


	
	

	GMSP field worker talks to Songi on trail
	NARRATOR:  The Rural Women Creative Forum, known as GMSP, is working to break the cycle of debt bondage slavery. 

	
	

	Village establish shot, terraced hills with huts
	Work is already underway in the village of Marming. 

	
	

	Nanimaya Thapa

GMSP Activist
	NANIMAYA THAPA: This is a village where most residents haven’t had a chance to be educated, 

	
	

	Village meeting
	NARRATOR: GMSP workers visit Marming to hear what villagers think will help them escape from bondage.

	
	

	Ramri BK
GMSP Activist

(no other name given on tape or transcripts)
	Razubk I talk to a lot of people here, and I get to know about their problems.


	
	

	Shots of kids outside school
	NARRATOR: People want better education. The local school stops at grade five. Many families can’t afford uniforms, books or supplies.

	
	

	At community meeting
	Razubk + Woman:  Q: Why is education so important for your daughter? Woman A: Because she will be aware of a lot of things and then she will be able to do at least something in her life. We were not educated and we couldn’t do anything. So we were in the dark always.

	
	

	Back to kids at school
Adult classes on rooftop
	NARRATOR: GMSP is helping parents with school costs. They’re fighting for people to be paid properly for their work, so they can afford education.  

Many adults are learning to read too, with a focus on learning their rights. The goal is for those in slavery to chart their own path to freedom.

	
	

	
	NANIMAYA THAPA: I want to generate ownership among the local people. It would be great if people think later that this is “our” program, and feel that ownership.

	
	

	Dip to black
	


	
	

	Picking plastic in dump
	NARRATOR: Poverty is everywhere in the remote villages of Nepal. Entire families pick through trash looking for something to sell.

	
	

	No name super

Name not on tape or transcripts
	“Dourga” The whole day [we] pick plastic and then go to sell it. But the money is just not enough. A lot of times I have to stay hungry. When I eat in the morning, I don’t have anything for the evening.

	
	

	Children in village

Villagers gathered, man shows bill of sale
	NARRATOR: Many parents have sold a child to traffickers, hoping they’ll lead a better life and earn money for the family.  
This father even has a bill of sale, from a circus in India. The circus went bankrupt, and his daughter has vanished.

	
	

	Super: 

Shanta Baral

WOSCC Activist


	SANDA BARAL A lot of people go abroad for work, and a lot of women get trafficked into a circus. 


	
	

	Walking to village
	NARRATOR: To prevent more people from disappearing into slavery, organizers from the Women Skill Creation Center, known as “WOSCC,” are helping Nepalis earn a living at home.

	
	

	Bio-briquette  production

Show candles and briquettes in store
	In this village, women now make candles and fuel briquettes for cooking. 
With a small amount of start-up equipment, they’ve built a thriving micro-enterprise.
Slavery survivors want the government to invest in more projects like this. They say that here, it has eliminated slavery.

 

	w
	

	Name Super

Sharmila Lama

Village Resident


	SHARMILA LAMA In the past, it was common for five to ten women to become trafficking victims. But now, we haven’t heard of any women going abroad. It seems we have stopped it completely.

	
	

	Suman with buffalo
	NARRATOR: Some families have received animals to make money. 

	
	

	Super:

Suman Lama

Slavery Survivor
	SUMAN LAMA No one has any job in our family, so this buffalo produces milk, and that’s how we earn a living.

	
	

	Sitting on front porch portrait
	NARRATOR: Suman was once a circus slave herself. But now, she helps her village resist traffickers. She warns others about the risks of leaving home to look for work.

	
	

	Speaking at committee meeting
	SUMAN LAMA Before [forming] these groups, we didn’t express ourselves much. But after joining the meetings, I think that we can do something better in our life.

	
	

	Dip to black
	


	
	

	GMSP meeting in office, women talking

Women taklking and writing in GMSP office 
	NARRATOR: Beyond their work in villages and against sex slavery, Nepali activists are forging a united front against slavery. Free the Slaves partners belong to the Alliance against Trafficking in Women and Children in Nepal. The coalition is bringing Nepal’s laws up to international standards. 

	
	

	
	NANIMAYA THAPA: We think that women do not have rights, all different rights – cultural rights, political rights, social rights. So we think that we should get access to those rights, and we have started this job here.

	
	

	Women in village
	NARRATOR: Free the Slaves is helping groups to battle these root causes of slavery at both the community and national levels.

	
	

	Name Super

Ginny Baumann

Free the Slaves Director of Partnerships 
	GINNY BAUMANN 

These three organizations that we’re working with in Nepal are trying to find real solutions to the system of slavery in the places that they are operating in.  They’re very different contexts that they’re working in.  So that was part of it, to get these Nepali organizations to solve different types of slavery. And then at the national level, to get them coordinated together to influence the government of Nepal to get a better legal framework, because that supports the ending of slavery in the country. 

	
	

	WOSCC person leads community meeting


	NARRATOR: Nepali organizers feel reforms must involve the government.

	
	

	
	SANDA BARAL If we work with government agencies, it will generate a kind of ownership for everyone. So working with government agencies is important to make our work sustainable.

	
	

	Walking in crowded street
	NARRATOR: Nepal’s anti-slavery leaders stress teamwork, because they believe there is power in numbers.

	
	

	
	SUNITA DANUMAR: You need strength. Like if I go on the road and start shouting, people would call me insane. If the same thing is done by a group of people, it would draw people’s attention and they would think, oh, something is going on here.

	
	

	Village dancing –possible montage with village happy scenes to close
	NARRATOR: Something special has begun in Nepal. Women are taking control of their lives. They’re beating back the forces that enslave them. And they’re celebrating something that many have never known: freedom.
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