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Some UCPMB Soldiers Will Remain in Valley
Soldiers Surprised by Demilitarization Agreement 
Villagers Dismayed by Pending Serb Return
May 22, 2001
PRESEVA VALLEY (KosovaLive) - Although UCPMB leaders agreed Monday to give up their guns and uniforms as Serb forces return to the final sector of the Ground Safety Zone, they say they have not given up their fight and will remain to monitor how the Serbs treat Albanian residents. The group vowed to respond if provoked.
"We have told our people we will be together with them, we will not leave our people," UCPMB Political Chairman Jonuz Musliu told KosovaLive during an interview Tuesday at the group's headquarters in Koncul. "If they dare to take a violent step, they will get a violent response."
Musliu's comments come less than 24 hours after his organization signed a demobilization agreement with "Yugoslavia" and the KFOR peacekeeping force in Kosova. He explained his group has chosen "the road of dialogue, not of violence," out of concern for what a full-scale confrontation with Serb forces might have meant for civilians. 
"We don't want our people to be refugees," Chairman Musliu said. "That's why we agreed to demilitarize."
The disarmament pact includes the creation of a multiethnic police force and the presence of international observers in the Preseva Valley, steps Musliu believes will minimize the number of human rights violations. He said that Albanian residents do not need to leave the region out of fear over what Serb forces might do.
For now, Sector B of the Ground Safety Zone is still firmly in UCPMB hands, coordinated by walkie-talkie from a radio set in the kitchen of a Koncul home. The group flies tiny flags inside its headquarters building, the flags of NATO, the United States, Britain and Albania. The UCPMB flag is on the wall beside photos of a martyred warrior.
Throughout Sector B, UCPMB still maintains numerous armed checkpoints at villages and along rugged highland roads. Some buildings have been fortified with makeshift sandbags, and the region is patrolled by troops in camouflaged sport utility vehicles. Some soldiers seem to have already begun the process of demobilizing, bringing materials from regional outposts to the group's headquarters. Some troops aren't even wearing complete uniforms, dressing instead in sweatshirts and gym shoes along with military pants.
News of the demobilization was settling in on Tuesday, news that UCPMB Commander Shefket Musliu said came as a "surprise" to him and his men. The May 31 disarmament deadline is much sooner then he had hoped, the commander told KosovaLive Tuesday. It's unclear how many UCPMB troops will actually remain in the Preseva Valley as Serb forces arrive. More than 200 have already surrendered to KFOR under the current "screen-and-release" amnesty program.
Despite assurances that the return of Serb forces will be peaceful, there is an air of uncertainty and disillusionment in the Preseva highland village of Dobrosin. The town is the birthplace of the UCPMB uprising. It lies just a few hundred yards away from KFOR's fortified Preseva Valley border. 
When asked Tuesday if he would leave the region or surrender to KFOR under the current amnesty for UCPMB members, one soldier raised his hands to signify an emphatic "no."
"How can I leave my sister here and go myself," the soldier said. "I don't want to let my sister be raped by Serbs as happened during the war. The world believes they (Serbs) have changed and are better. The leadership may have changed, but it is still the same people."
American KFOR troops have installed video surveillance equipment that can record Serb activity when they return to Dobrosin, but residents aren't counting on American assistance.
"We consider them the same as the Serbs," one villager declared. "They never came for us and never did help us."
"We are the same people as Kosovars," another villager said, "but they (Americans) did nothing for us. For two years people were killed during the fighting, and the population suffered. What did we gain? We gained nothing," the man said.
A significant percentage of Dobrosin's civilians have left-possibly 50-percent of the population according to one villager's estimate. A makeshift center for more refugees has been built on the KFOR side of the border. But many people still left in Dobrosin say they'll stay in their village. 
"This is the place where I was born," said one 80 year old man, leaning on his cane as he stood in the village center. "I have no other place to go. I will stay here," he said. The man seemed grateful UCPMB members will remain, too. "Alone I do not dare to stay here," he said.
The sense of uncertainty was evident along the KFOR border Tuesday as well. As rumors circulated that the Serbs had captured a UCPMB officer, an American solider quipped that the Serbs were "probably torturing him." On Tuesday morning, the Dobrosin school brought 100 children across the border for a picnic. Another U.S. soldier slapped hands with each child as they passed, and finally shook his head, saying "I'd hate to see the kids get hurt."  (terry fitzpatrick) 

