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(footage of protestors in front of home)

PROTESTORS CHANTING: Stop the killing now, stop the killing now…
FITZPATRICK: Anti-abortion activists have taken their protests beyond women’s clinics into the neighborhoods where abortion providers live. Since October, protestors have picketed outside the home of Dallas physician Norman Tompkins. 

PROTESTOR ON BULLHORN: Please Dr. Tompkins, do not hurt their mothers…

(still photos of protestors at various locations)

FITZPATRICK: Activists have gone to the trouble of documenting their activities. Like the time they picketed Tompkins’ church on Sunday. And when they picketed where his wife is employed, the national headquarters of the Boy Scouts of America. The fight against abortion has turned personal.

PROTESTOR STREET INTERVIEW: We do not want mass murderers living among us in complete secrecy. We hope that public pressure will bring his participation in the killing to an end.

(footage of Texas picketing & footage of Florida crime scene)

FITZPATRICK: This campaign is organized by the Pro-Life Action Network, an offshoot of Operation Rescue, the nationwide group known for blockading clinics where abortions are performed. It was an activist associated with another Operation Rescue splinter group that was charged with killing a physician in Florida last week. While not condoning the killing, the Pro-Life Action Network says that identifying abortion providers is justified.
PROTESTOR STREET INTERVIEW: We feel that is not just a right that the constitution gives us, but it is a God-given right. We have a right to expose evil for what it is.

(protestor playing trumpet: “Jesus Loves the Little Children,” on-screen graphic of postcards and transcript of phone call)

FITZPATRICK: The pressure tactics being used against Dr. Tompkins have been relentless. The group has deluged his home with graphic post cards and menacing telephone calls.

PHONE CALL AUDIO RECORDING: Dr. Tompkins, quit killing babies! They are just innocent little babies. Don’t shed their blood any longer. You don’t need to keep killing babies for money. It’s a terrible way to make a living. As soon as you quit killing babies everyone will go away. The phone calls will stop. The letters will stop. The protests will stop.

DR. TOMPKINS INTERVIEW: (holding “Not Wanted: Abortionist” poster) They’ve put about 150-200 of these on utility poles and in the fronts of stores where we shop and taped them to the sides of automobiles. FITZPATRICK QUESTION: What does that do for your state of mind? DR. TOMPKINS: It’s terribly disturbing.

MRS. TOMPKINS INTERVIEW: It has invaded our privacy. And it has made it so that we don’t feel comfortable sitting in our own home because we never know when we’re going to be a target. And of course we’ve never had any experience with terrorism. But this is a tremendous form of terrorism in my view.

(protestors marching through neighborhood)

FITZPATRICK: The picketers routinely march through Dr. Tompkins’ neighborhood, and neighbors complain this violates their right to privacy too.

NEIGHBOR STREET INTERVIEW: We have no quiet enjoyment of our home. There is no king of the castle in this neighborhood. They rule the roost.

NEIGHBOR STREET INTERVIEW: We’re not opposed to their religious beliefs, but they use it as a defense to support their activity.
FITZPATRICK STANDUP PIECE TO CAMERA: (at Tompkins home) The Pro-Life Action Network says Tompkins is the fourth Dallas doctor whose home has been targeted. The group says the mere threat of demonstrations prompted two physicians to stop performing abortions. A third doctor endured seven weeks of protests before taking a no-abortion pledge.
PROTESTOR STREET INTERVIEW: The ultimate goal is to cut off the supply of doctors who are willing to ignore their Hippocratic Oath, their oath to not kill unborn children. And this action has much more far reaching effect than just Dr. Tompkins. It sends a message to all the other abortionists in Dallas that if they hold out too, the church of Jesus Christ will expose their evil deeds of darkness as well. 

DR. TOMPKINS INTERVIEW: I don’t believe they have any authority whatsoever to tell anyone to do anything. I’m not doing anything that I’m ashamed of. All my patients, everyone at our church, our neighbors, know that I have been pro-choice for 15-18 years under certain conditions. And their idea of exposing me, or whatever it is they’re doing, is not working.

(footage of clinic and hospital)

FITZPATRICK: Tompkins performs abortions at this clinic, and says they constitute less than five percent of his overall business. His general obstetrics and gynecology practice is at Presbyterian Hospital. He says business here is down 40 percent because protesters picket  outside every morning. The demonstrators say they’re encouraged by a recent Supreme Court ruling, which says existing federal laws cannot be used to guarantee women unimpeded access to clinics and hospitals. The court ruled that state criminal and civil laws apply to these demonstrations. And so Dr. Tompkins has filed suit in state district court, seeking to curtail the demonstrations at his office and home. He also wants protestors to pay damages for the financial loss they’ve inflicted on his business.
(ACLU office footage)

FITZPATRICK: For the American Civil Liberties Union, the case poses a classic dilemma. Joe Cook is the group’s director for north Texas.

COOK INTERVIEW: It exemplifies two great freedoms embodied in the U.S. constitution, that being freedom of speech—freedom of expression, and individual privacy.

FITZPATRICK: The ACLU has filed a friend-of-the court brief that comes down on both sides of the case. The group says neighborhood protests should be permitted so long as protesters don’t trespass, harass people or provoke violent behavior.

COOK INTERVIEW: So that’s the kind of thing that we want to prevent, is a public disturbance or people getting hurt, people getting killed. And we know what we’re dealing with on the part of the protestors is the expression of a religious belief. We know that religious sects and people with strong religious beliefs can go too far.
(footage of protester dressed as grim reaper)

FITZPATRICK: Many people believe the tactics of the Pro-Life Action Network do go too far. The demonstrations have created a rift among anti-abortion groups in Texas.

(office footage)

FITZPATRICK: Bill Price is president of Texans United for Life, the largest anti-abortion group in the state. 

PRICE INTERVIEW: I think if they had stayed at the doors of the clinic, they would have been more successful.

FITZPATRICK: Price says targeting doctors is hampering efforts to pass state legislation to restrict abortion rights.

PRICE INTERVIEW: When you’re fighting a moral battle, you don’t win those kinds of battles with violence, with force or coercion. You win with reason and persuasion.

(footage of woman pulling down “Not Wanted: Abortionist” poster from utility pole)

FITZPATRICK:  Dr. Tompkins does have the support of abortion rights advocates in Dallas. Janie Bush heads a group called “Choice.” She’s been tearing down the anti-Tompkins posters.
BUSH INTERVIEW: (holding poster) FITZPATRICK QUESTION: What bothers you about this poster? BUSH: It’s just a horrible invasion for Dr. Tompkins.

FITZPATRICK: Still, Bush doesn’t think Tompkins can expect to get picketers out of his life completely. 

BUSH INTERVIEW: I certainly think picketing is a reasonable method whey you’re trying to change something in society. I don’t think it’s okay to go into someone’s neighborhood and terrorize the neighborhood.

(court hearing footage)

FITZPATRICK: Dr. Tompkins’ lawsuit is now in Texas state district court. The Pro-Life Action Network says its demonstrations are peaceful, and should be allowed to continue. But Tompkins wants an immediate restraining order. He says the situation is so tense that he fears a repeat of last week’s killing in Florida. 

DR. TOMPKINS INTERVIEW OUTSIDE COURT ROOM: It scares the living daylights out of me that someone from this group might try to shoot me, or a sympathizer. 

(protest footage outside house: reciting the Lord’s Prayer)

FITZPATRICK: While the case is in court, the picketers have toned down their activities. But members of the group say they’ll continue to sing and pray outside the Tompkins home until the doctor agrees to stop performing abortions.
###

