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Ralph Diller speaks his mind at a meeting with Energy Department officials,

Dumprtest meetings tense

Panhandle residents’ emotions high at nuke-waste sessions

By Terry FitzPatrick -
Spectal bo Tha Mews

AMARTLILD, Texas = Angry Fonhan-
die residents spoke of lynching sclen.
13513 whi plig 1 test part of Deaf Smith
County for America's first highly re-
dioactive nuclear wasté dump, as the
U5, Department of Enorgy explained
the testing program during a series of
pliblic mestings this week,

Frusirated farmers walked oot of
one sedsion with federal officials and
began to talk about an economic boy.
cott of hasinesses that support dump
site besting.

Deal Zmith County is one of three
sites schedulad for 31 billion worth of
testing over the next five to seven
years. The Energy Department plans to
move I warkers to the orea to test
bedrock ond stedy how an waden
ground niuclesr waste repository would
affect the region's economy.

The propased nueclear waste dump
ham split ares reswdents, according vo a
Texas Department of Agriculture sur-
wey, relensed this month. It showed 36
percent of Amarille residents polled
support testing in the Panbandle for
thi dump; 59 percent oppase testing; &
percent aren't sure, The poll was based
on 219 telephone interviews and hod a
margin of error of plus or minus four
peTCEniage points.

Thix week, the Energy Depariment

held town-hall meetings in Amarillo,
Hereford and Vege, a5 well a5 abowt a
dozen smaller briefings with local gov:
ermment officiols snd chambers of
commerce, The dmall semicns were
calm and productive, but ihe mess
mestings quickly turned into confron.
totions hetseen fedarnl afficiols and
AnGEY crowds.

Outside the Hareford Community
Center, an effigy of a Department af
Energy worker swung in the breaze,
while inside, an overflow crowd of B0
badgered dump sile project directar
Jedf Medf.

I think the people here would like
o climb right in your face snd vell you
what they think of you and do what i3
happening outside, tbe efflgy hanging

MNUCLEAR WASTE TASK FORCE
Some dump site foes showed their feelings on stickers.

in & res” declared [armer Ralph
Diller,

Afterward. Energy Department
spokeswoman Linda McCloin said let-
ting redidents went thelr frustrations
way part of the plan

“That's very Important” Ms
McClain s=id. T think people suspect
W don't weleome critictsm, and thot's
oot triee. A program like this benefits
greatly from our critles, Uldmanely, we
bave to build public confidence, ens
gure that people think this project is

safe. And we can't do that unbess we un- ||
derstnnd what thelr concerns and feors |
|

are.”

But the emotions during this Lniest
round of public forums seemed more
Plesse see MEETINGS on Page 404,
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inrense than befores. Members
of the anti-dump-site groap, Molear
Waste Task Force, snid the reason is
that some local businesses expect 19
profit [rom the reposltary testing.
- Farmers fear the domp could
contaminate the groundwater e3-
sentinl for irrigation and could
laint the publics percepton of
crops grown bere. Hally Sugar
Corp. and FriteLay Inc. have
threstened fo stop baying lbocal
crapa If the repository 1a budlt in
Dreaf Smith County.

But a Texas Department of Agri-
cultare pall in 1985 found 35 per-
cent of local business ownars polled
thought the repository lesting
might be “a good thing for yoor
business"; 49 percent thaught best.
ing would be hod for business; 16
percent weren't sure. The poll was
based om 380 felephone interviews
and hed & margin of ercor of plus or
minus foar percentage points,
!_“The raral people feel like we
have been & big help over the years
to support Amarillo and Hereford
becasze we bring a lot of business
there,” said Lois Wales of Women
Iovolved In Farm Economics, dur-
ing a Wednesday news conference.
"W feal like wa are baing slapped
down for a few dollars that they
think they may gain. Theywve for-
gatten the heritage.”

Ms. Wales' group, the Texas Corn
Growers Association and the Texns
Sugar Beet Producers donated a fo-
tal of £25 000 15 the Nuclear Waste
Task Force this week o heip
finance & legal challenge o the
dump site testing program.

“We fesl that you are letting ws
GOWTL 0w, And W are §Ing 1o boy-
cott and oot come to yoar cities anys
more if this kind of lesdership con-
Eimwes," Ms, Wales sasd,

Department of Energy officials
tried i mest with local landowners
in Vegn on Monday afternocn, Bat
most of the farmers walked out af
the meeting after their lawyer
acked for a written list of the land
the department plans o wse for
“stte characlerization.” Project di
rectar Neff said that list coulde's be
deveboped until later this year.

“The landowners do not wish ta
it In endless meetings where they
receive no information,” lawyer Al
ice Hector told reporers oatside
the mesting ball. “They have oo

“What has happened continuously is that people
have asked gquestions and the (federal officials")
response is, “We don't know the answer, we'll send
it to you,’ and then they never receive it It's very
rude'l!

— Alice Hector, landowners' lawyer

new informston 1o give 10 &ny-
ane.”

Ms. Hector said lamdowners fesd
the list to plan for their businesses.
Insread, she sakd, they get “informa-

Canyon. The setting was a Howard
Johnson's cestaurant at T am., sway
Irom the glare of the television
lights ond the stare of upset woters.

“The smaller groups achoaily
give the local représentatives a bet
ter oppartunity to ask questions,”
Wunderiich snbd.
chent way to exchange informa-
tom,"

Spokecwoman McClain said the
department hes studied the poten-
tial for violence as the testing pro-
gram hegins,

"It really is not expected,” she
snid. "The thrests are there, but
we've heard them in other states
alsn — much warse than hera,"

"It's 8 more effi- ||

tiom very guickly, in an oral setting,
What has happened continupnsly &
that people have asked questions
aml the response 15, "We don't know
the answer, we'll send it to you," and
then they mever recedve EL It very
rade."

Medl aakd that It 15 still oo early
in the testing program to koow spe-
ciflcally which land will be peeded.

© "Our intent was to try to work
over the next four months with the
ipdividual landowners, irying o
learn the impsct on pleking that
spot,” Neff said "I think that
they're basically saying to us, some
o them anyway, that they dom't
want to work with ms Unfor-
rmately that jsn't an option far ge
W have to move forward.”

While the Vega amd Hereford
maatings quickly mrned into show-
downs, the Amarillo public session
turned into o battle betwesn nudi-
ence members themoslves. The
tense mood 5090 in the earber ses-
3004 wad not seen in Amarillo.
Boos and cheers seemed equally
loud as & dump site proponent rose
to make his statement,

“We're glad you're here!” said
signmaker F.H Jonns to widespread
applause and catcalls,

Jomas wes the only businessman
i take a public stand at the meet
ing

“It's almaost Hke & MeCarthy sftu-
atton,” Jonns sawd “They're afroid
w sand wp and dpeak becauwse
they're afrnd to lose their custiom-
ere”

Things went much more
smosthly during the string af brief.
ings with local government offi-
clals, Deputy project difector Rob-
ert Wonderlich explained the dump
=ite testing schedule and how the
program might affect the town of




